Prevalence in two mexican cities of human papillomavirus DNA sequences in cervical cancer.
In Mexico, about 30% of all malignant tumors in women are uterine cervix carcinomas. It is one of their main causes of death. We have previously shown that in Mexico City, 31% (5/16) of the analyzed tumoral samples contained HPV-16 DNA sequences. We have now extended this observation in Mexico City and included the city of Monterrey and found that the prevalence of HPV-16 is similar in both: 26% (6/23) for Monterrey and 29% (4/14) for Mexico City. HPV-18 was detected in only 10% (1/10) and 7% (1/14) of the tumors in these two populations when assayed with an HPV-18 specific probe. In both cities, the majority of the samples analyzed (including samples from the four stages of severity of the disease) contained integrated papillomavirus DNA sequences. Our results suggest that the mexican population contains a rather low proportion of HPV-16 and HPV-18 sequences in uterine-cervix carcinoma.